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did not receive any answer until the latter end of May. 





(1804) WJ © answer to the letters from Verdun ; the month’s 
AN rent due ; finances extremely low. We solicited 
Mr. Bradshaw io allow us a pound of meat a day, ashe didthe 
private sailors : he could not conform to this request, without 
the sanction of Captain B. He wrote instantly respecting it, 
and received a favourable answer by return of post; which 
proved of material service to the poor adjutants. We repeat- 
edly wrote to be removed to the otlicers’ dépét, at Verdun, but 














of opinion that a number of our letters never came to hand. 
Lieutenant Pridham, in his answer, gave us every expectation of 
being shortly removed, assured us that Captain Brenton and he 
were using every exertion to havg@us removed, and our rank 
rectified. On the 4th of June, the anniversary of his majesty’s 
birth-day, low as our pecuniary circumstances were, we cone 
trived to give the commandant and paymaster of the dépdéta 
dinner. ‘The latter, whose name was Payne, we had received 
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many civilities from: the day passed very agreeably, until 
about sun-set, the time settled for locking the seamen up in 
their different apartments ; when they gave three cheers in 
commemoration of the day that gave thew gracious sovereign 
birth, and hauled in the colours of all nations, mace by thems 
selves, that they had kept all duy streaming outof each window, 
taking careto have the Freneh tri-coloured fag under all; 
which was never noticed by either commandant or guards. The 
cheers of nearly a thousand men made no little noise ; they 
yesounded hideously in our ears as we sat at table, our lodging 
being contiguous: the commandant was greatly alarmed, 
imagined that the seamen had revolted, and had actually got 
out of prison; so great was this officer’s hurry, that be made 
but one step from the top of the stairs to the bottom. We bad 
a little trouble in getting him on his legs again, and were greatly 
rejoiced in finding that he had received no injury from this 
step—assuring him there was no foundation whatever for his 
fears. However, he would be convinced ia person, therefore 
went. to the prison, and was highly pleased to find every thing 
periectly tranquil. Being returned, he observed that the Eug- 
list: were des braves gens, and he would drink another glass of 
wine in eommemoration of King George’s birth-day. The 
national dish, roast beef, with plum pudding, was not forgotten 
upon this oceasion. Monsieur liked the well-done, or outside 
part of the former, extremely ; but the latter, neither of our 
guests would touch for along time. At last, by dint of per- 
suasion, they condescended to taste it, and so sudden was the 
transition made upon them by this taste, that we had some 
pains to secure ourselves a part, though it was a pretty sizea- 
ble pudding. ‘They exelaimed, as they gulped it down, 
* Sacre bleu comine il est bon.” Ma foi oui,” repeated the 
other alternately. We felt highly pleased at the sight, and 
laughed heartily. 

At a late hour, or rather, in regard to the morning, an early 
one, Messicurs took their leave, evidently in great spirits, and 
we retired to rest. 

Since our arrival at this dépdt, several of the stoutest, and 
apparently must healthy of our men, died of a fever, sup- 
posed to be caught in some of the gaols on the road ; our 
poor servant Allen was seized with it, and expired in a few 
diys. 

In the latter part of June, our commandant appeared much 
altered, and became extremely distant; we were at a lossto kuow 
the cause of so sudden achange. Mr. Bradshaw informed us, 
that he once observed to him, “ that the English officers (as 
he was kind enough to style us) were exeessively proud. | never 
meet thew, but L take my hat off whilst they only lift their's.” 
Admitting this to have been the case, we bad a better opinion 
of 
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of him, than to suppose that so trivial a matter could cause so 
great an alteration in his behaviour, He one night sent a guard 
of gend’armes to take us from our lodging to the guard-house, 
for being in the streets after 9 o'clock ; when it is scarcely dark 
at this season of the year ; although we had no regular time 
prescribed by hiin to be in doors : there we remained, on a cold 
pavement, allmight, at a loss to know what we had been guilty 
of. Our guards assured us, it was mercly the capr.ce of the 
commapdant. At noon Mr. Bradsiaw visited us, without giving 
us any hopes of release. The commandant informed him, 
that we were confined for not answeiing a centinel on bis post, 
who had hailed us: this we denied, as we had not passed one 
that night. Mons. Brasseur, the second in command, then 
came to sce Us, and expressed great sorrow at seeing us confined 
without cause; he waited on the commandant, became re- 
sponsible for our conduct, and had us moved to our lodgings, 
where we were ordered to continue without stirring out, until 
further orders. 

Our poor landlady received us with the greatest joy imagina- 
ble, bathed us with ber tears, and had some refreshments ready, 
although she bad sent us a very good breakfast to the guard- 
house by her own son. In three days we were once more libe- 
rated, but werealwaysconfined whenever areligious procession, 
or any amusement, took place, which, at this particular 
time, was very frequent. Our chief amusement was a game at 
billiards, aud a walk round the ramparts, or rather ruins. We 
frequently met with military officers at the billiard table, who 
always behaved with the strictest politeuess, and made us ao 
offer of the table the moment we entered the room; which, of 
course, was declined, until they had finished. 1 purchased a 
grammar and dictionary, with an idea of learning French, and 
also begged of the lady at the library to choose me an easy 
French book, that | might begin translating, which she had the 
kindness to do; but to my surprise, her choice was a collection 
of obscenity, which obliged me to return 't, to have it changed. 
She then gave me a novel, and laughed heartily at my disap- 
proving of her book, as she termed it, We were constantly, 
from the comnandant’s conduct of late, under apprehensions 
of being close confined with the people ; he appeared more 
inveterate against me, than against any of the others. Hew- 
ever, about the iOth, or 12th of July, we received a letter trom 
our commanding officer at Verdun, stating, that General 
Wirrion bad at Jast sent an order for Mr. Mahony and me, to 
le conducted to Verdun dépot; but not a word about either 
the boatswain or ganner.* ‘The commandant received the 
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Those poor fellows, we had the inexpressible sorrow of secing 
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order by the same post. Mr. Bradshaw received also directions 
from Captain Brenton, to supply us with cash to enable us to 
proceed ; all this intelligence arriving at the same time, nearly 
overwhelmed us with joy; but the other poor fellows, who 
were to remain, were disconsolate, fearing much the com- 
mandant’s severity when we quitted them. 


1804.—The 16th of July, was the day appointed for our de- 
parture. Mr. Mahony had a bad foot, in consequence of which 
a cart was ordered, which carried us both. Every thing was 
now arranged ; and we had previously’ been permitted to 
see our ship’s company, a pleasure we had been deprived 
of for some weeks. We took an affectionate farewell of our 
shipmates and landlady, and began our route under the escort 
of two gendarmes. 


together with two of our seamen, that I observed had escaped from 
Givet prison ; they were arrested close to the water side, near Dun- 
kirk, and were on their way to Bitche to be punished. Garree, the 
Jersey man, who acted as interpreter, through some pique, informed 
the commandant, that the boatswain and gunner had an idea of making 
their escape : he gave him credit for this information, and dispatched 
these poor fellows to a depot of punishment, where they remained for 
two years and a half, which caused the death of the boatswain. This 
very scoundrel, the informer, a few days alter their departure, made his 
escape, and arrived safe at Jersey. 


(To be continued.) 





PRINCE REGENTS BALL AND SUPPER. 


i ty taste, splendour, and liberality which distinguished 
this entertainment, which took place on Friday even- 
ing, February 5, 1813, in honour of the queen’s birth day, 
corresponded with those of the former ; but the arrangement 
of ornaments, the transposition of furniture, and the accommo- 
dations, gave a tout ensemble to the whole, infinitely superior. 
fn short, it had all the elements of the completest and grand- 
est fete which has ever been witnessed since the days of our 
Henry VIII. . 

The queen and the Princesses Elizabeth and Mary left 
the apartments of the duke of Cumberland, wherein they 
partook of an early dinner, at a quarter before pine 
o'clock, and proceeded from thence, in their state sedan 
chairs, to Carlton-hoase. About nine in the evening, the 
nobility and gentry invited, began to form the line of commu- 
nication maiked out from ihe top of St. James’s-street to the 
bottom, 
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bottom, and thence along Pall Mall, to the scene of splendour 
and hospitality. About half-past eleven o’clock the carriages 
ceased to arrive. 


THE BALL ROOM. 


This magnificent structure, which is now used as a council- 
room, was “hung with the richest draperies of blue velvet, 
enriched with massive fringes of ré al gold, balf a yard 
deep. Five chandeliers of great beauty and perfection illumi- 
pated the apartment. The floor was chalked with appro- 
priate devices in the best possible style. In the recess of the 
principal windows, a temporary orchestra was erected to 
contain 14 choice musicians, selected and ably led by tlie 
celebrated Gow. All were in perfect readiness at balf-past 
ten. At this time the queen appeared, hincved in by the 
prince, and followed by Lord Charles Beutinck, carry- 
ing arich velvet cushion, ‘which (when her majesty was seated 
on a chair at the upper end of the room) his lordship 
placed under herfeet. The Princess Elizabeth sat down by 
the side of her majesty. The company were theo all stand- 
ing around the room; the ladies were attired mostly in 
white silks, ornamented with the most exquisitely wrought 
Jace of the same colour ; those worn by the marcbioness of 
Hertford and the countess of Cholmondeley were the most 
remarkable. ‘The female bead dress was the same throughe 
out, namely, a-la-greque, with a plume of ostrich feathers, 
introduced solely in com pliment to the reece nt’s crest.— 
The gicater proportion of the gentlemen were dressed a la 
militaire; the prince, and his royal brothers, except the 
duke of Clarence, wore field-marshals uniforms. The latter 
wasin the diess of an admiral. Whilst the 16 couples that 
stood up for the first country dance were getting in order, 
and the musicians preparing, the ac complished lady of the 
Russian ainbassador caught the eye of the queen. The 
lord in waiting was commanded to notify her majesty’s 
pleasure, that she should approach the royal presence, and 
take a seat on the left hand of her majesty, who con. 
versed with this lady during the greater part of the evening, 
and was highly pleased with her f iscinating manners. On 
the right of her majesty sat the princess of Conde. The 
prince regent called the first dance; it was the celebrated 
Scots tune of “ I'll go no more to yon town.” The duke of 
Clarence and the Princess Mary led off,-followed by the duke 
of Cumberland and the Princess Charlotte of Wales. The 


next ip succession were as follow: 
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Lord Milsington-+-+-+++++++Lady Graham. 

Lord Burghersh --++-+-++++++-Lady G. Graham. 
Lord Brooke eovesecesesse Miss Bankes. 

Mr. Long Wellesley--+++-++Lady M. Graham. 
Colonel Upton --+-++--++-+---Countess of Jersey. 
Mr. Montague ----+++++++++Miss Wellesley Pole. 


Previous to the ball, the company promenaded through the 
state rooms, and partook of tea, coifee, and other refresh- 
ments. Colonel Braddyl was selected for the bonour of 
presenting tea to the Princess Charlotte, which he did in 
the most graceful manner, on gold plate, about a quarter before 
eleven. The royal family, consisting of the queen, prince 


regent, Princess Charloue, Princesses Elizabeth and Mary, ° 


duke and duchess of York, the dukes of Clarence, Kent, 
Cumberland, and Cambridge, and the Princess Sophia of 
Gloucester. ‘The queen, leaning on the prince’s arm, ac- 
companied by the other branches of the royal family, cou- 
versed familiarly with the company assembled on the occa- 
sion.” ‘The second dance was “ Miss Johnson,” which was 
fed off by the duke of Clarence and the Princess Charlotte. 
Tbe third dance was “ The Prince Regent,” led off by 
the duc de Berri and Princess Charlotte. ‘The fourth dance 
was, “ Draycot House,” which was led off by the duke 
of Clarence and Princess Mary; at the conclusion of this 
dance, the band struck up the ** Fairy dance.” The dane- 
ing was suspended about one o'clock: preparations were 
then made for the company to adjourn to supper, in the 
couservatory and splendid range of rooms, which was served 
up in the first style, and in the most correct manner. The 
royal family, and the select party, descended from the 
gold room, by a private stair case, to the conservatory. 
‘The other distinguished characters went down the grand stair- 
case; and, in order to guard against the effects of damp 
in the conservatory, flues were skilfully laid underneath 
it. The beautiful Gothic lamps were suspended from the 
arches. The prince’s table was laid for sixty-five, (allowing 
18 inches for each person) in the most superb and elegant 
manner. The queen and prince regent sat at the head; the 
Princess Charlotte sat on the right of the duke of York ; 
the other branches of the royal family sat among ‘the 
ambassadors and their ladies; the lord chancellor sat at 
the bottom of the table. The dukes of Bedford, Nor- 
folk, Leinster, Rutland, and Manchester, most of the cabi- 
net miristers, the groom of the stole, the officers of state be- 
longing to the queen and the prince regent, some foreigners 
of distinction, and a few of the principal nobility, com- 
pleted the original uumber. When they were seated, the 
tout 
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tout ensemble presented a scene never before witnessed.— 
The desert comprised every delicacy the season afforded, 
and was most excellent. The pages in their state uniforms, 
the yeomen of the guard, the servants in their state liveries, 
added to the effect. After supper the prince proposed the 
health of his royal father, on which a band appropriately 
stationed, suck up God save the King, which was followed 
by a Russian march, in complimeut to the Russian ambassador, 
who was present. 

The other supper rooms were arranged with the nicest pre- 
cision, and highly to the satisfaction of those who were not so 
fortunate as to be at the royal table ; they were attended by 
the pages in their uniforms, and the servants of the royal dukes 
in their state liveries. 

After supper dancing was resumed with the greatest 
spirit, led off by the duke of Clarence and the Princess 
Charlotte, to the tune of, “ Because he is a bonnie lad,” 
which was followed by “ Fight about the fire side:” after 
which “ The lads of Ayr,” and concluded with “ The Birks 
of Aberdeen.” 

His royal bighness highly enjoyed the festive scene, occa- 
sionally conversing with the queen, &c. The order and 
regularity with which this entertainment was conducted, was 
never surpassed. 


The state sedan chairs were beautified for the occasion; the 
following is a description of them : 


THE STATE SEDAN CHAIR. 


This truly magnificent chair is covered with scarlet mo- 
rocco,and richly ornamented with most exquisite specimens 
of raised and chased ornaments. ‘The elbow pannels are 
mounted with festoons and garlands of roses, honeysuckles, 
branches of the oak and palm, and wreaths of laurel. The 
lower pannels are enriched with elegant broad festoons of 
gadron, with scroll ends (highly giit and burnished), under 
which are the hon and unicorn; the remainder of the pan- 
nel is filled with elegant scrolls and drapery, tastefully exe- 
cuted. the front and back pannels are correspondingly or- 
namented with rare chased work; the whole being sur- 
mounted with an elegant high-fioished scroll on the roof, 
forming twelve points, supporting a wreath of laurel, on 
which ts fixed ‘the royal diadem. This is a chef d’ceuvre of 
the art. 

At the corners are suspended four elegant large crimson 
silk corner tassels. ‘The whole of the ornaments are beauti- 
fully executed in highly burnished gold, as (cr moulu) the 
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poles are carved and gilt, and painted in scarlet, and shaded 
with crimson. 

The interior is lined with the richest crimson velvet em- 
bossed, pattern of the pine apple, fully fringed and trimmed 
allround the tope-rails, under the window-curtains, cushion, 
&c. rich crimson festoon drapery curtains, hung with the 
richest deep fringe trimming, &c. (en suite); the inside is 
completed with crimson drawback curtains. 


SECOND SEDAN CHAIR. 


This chair is panneled with papier mache of a rich crimson 
ground, ornamented on the paunels with the muses in me- 
dallions, surrounded by devices of the most elegant descrip- 
tion, in scrolls, festoons, &c. highly varnished and polished ; 
the pillars and cornice are of rich carving of honeysuckle, 
water leaf, X&c. the hind pillars are supported by two 
sphinx richly carved and gilt; on the roof, alternate cor- 
ners, ave the lion and unicorn (couchant), and in the centre 
is a beautiful crown and cushion; the brilliancy of the bur- 
nish is so highly execated, deceiving the eye as to its com- 
position. ‘The poles are painted in crimson and gold, shaded 
with black. The interior differs in no respect from the pre- 
ceding chair. 

The princesses chairs are simply elegant, lined with white 
silk, crimson festoon curtains, and crimson and green rich 
corner tassels. 











INTERESTING TRIALS, 


COURT OF KING’S BENCH, January 21. 
HOFFLING Uv. COLLIER. 
USURY. 


HIS was an action, on the statute of the 12th of Ann, to 
recover the penalties against the defendant, for two 
usurious transactions. ‘The plaintiff was clerk to Messrs. 
Boysons, timber-merchants; and the defendant resided at 
Piymouth, and bad acted as agent there for them. About 
twelve months since, Messrs. Boysons being pressed for money, 
applied to the defendant to discount them a bill for 15541. 17s. 5d. 
This he consented to do; and deducted Ol. 6s. 7}d. which 
was the leval interest. But he also, in addition to that, 
charged a further sum of 4!. 10s. Ofd. being a commission of 
0 }-4th 
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1-4th per cent. and a charge for postage, &c. He, at a subse- 
quent time, discounted bills for them to the amount of 3118). 
for which he deducted S11. 8s. 11d. the legal interest being 
15]. 14s. 7d. and the additional charge of 15I. 14s. 4d. being 
one-half per cent. commission, and the rest for postage of 
letters, &c. These were the two usurious transactions com- 


plained of. ; 

Mr. Topping, for the defendant, contended, that there 
was no usury whatever in the transaction; that the defendant 
was justified in making a charge of commission, in addition 
to the 1-4th and the half per cent. which he had charged 
as discount; and that his charge was not extravagant. The 
present prosecutiou arose out of the ingratitude of Messrs. 
Boysons, who, finding the defendant unable or unwilling to 
open his funds to supply their wants any further, now, 
after a lapse of twelve months, brought this action against 
him, by which they songht to recover penaltics to no [ess 
an amount than 13,000). the enforcement of which would 
consign him to a prison, and his family to want and 
beggary. He could cail witnesses to prove these facts ; and 
that ihis was the reward now sought tobe conferred by Messrs. 
Boysons on the defendant, for the services he had readered 
them. 

Mr. Topping was proceeding to call bis witnesses, whea one 
of the jury stated that it would be unnecessary, their minds 
being tully made up on the subject. 

The solicitor-general, however, contended that his learned 
friend, having opened the evidence, was bound to go into it, 
and that he liad a right to reply. 

Lord Ellenborough declared himself of the same opinion. 

Mr. Topping then proceeded to eall bis evidence—and 
examined two witnesses, agents, who stated, that 14th per 
cent. for extraordinary trouble was not more than the asual 
charge, and was not unreasonable—in many cases a half per 
cent. and more, Was charged, 

The solicitor-general replied, and contended that the law 
said no more than five per cent. should be taken ; and by that 
law they were bound to decide. The present defendant had 
taken more than five per cent, and by that act bad subjected 
himself to the penalties. 

Lord Ellenborough addressed the jury at considerable 
length, He observed, this was an action on a penal statute. 
it did not become him to say he viewed the provisions of that 
statute either with favour or disfavour : whilst it remained in 
force, both himself and the jury were bound to obey it. 
This statute provided, that no person should take higher 
interest than five per cent. for money lent. He might take 
any reasonable charges ; but not uuder the name of agency, 
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commission, or any other title, could he take any thing 
like higher interest. It might be ungracious for the jury 
to hear from him an opinion contrary to their own, bat 
when he considered the daty he had to perform, the high 
and solemn oath of office which he had taken, he did feel 
himself called on to state, and to endeavour to convince them, 
though, probably, his labour to do so might prove ineffectual, 
that no encouragement ought to be given to the evasion 
of the statute. [a the present case it did appear, that, 
under the name of commission and expences, the defendant 
had taken usurious iterest, and thereby subjected bim- 
self to the penalties. If, however, the jury should con- 
scientiously be convinced, from circumstances which they 
might discover, but which he had not, that the defendant was 
entided to what he had charged, they would say so by their 
verdict. 

The jury, without hesitation, found a verdict for the de- 
fondant. 


—_— 


COURT OF KING’S BENCH, Janvary 25. 


ELMORE AND OTHERS @. TEAGH. 
BANKING HOURS. 


TiLLS was an action on a bill of exchange, tried before 
Lord Ellenborough, at Guildhall, when a verdict bad been 
taken for the plaintiff, with leave to apply to set that verdict 
aside, and enter a non-suit, on the ground of a laches having 
beew committed by the plaintiff, in not presenting the bill 
on the day on which it becawe due, At the trial it was 
proved, that the bill wus presented by a notary public, after 
five o'clock in ihe afternoon; but this being after banking 
hours, and no prior preseniation being proved im the course 
of the day, itwas contended by the defendant, that this was 
no presentation. ‘The solicitor-general, however, contended 
the contrary ; «nd also argued, that, although there was no 
proof at the trial that any earlier preseatation had been made, 
yet there was no doubt that tt had been presented’in the usual 
way by the clerk, in the course of the day. 

Lord Ellentborough, however, observed, there being no 
proof of any eerlier presentation than that by the notary, 
and that being afier oihce hours, could not be considered 
asapresentation. He, although he had left it to the jary 
atthe tral, was of opinion a new trial should be granted, 
the costs to abide the event of that verdict. The prescatas 
tion of a notary public atany ollice, after oflice-hours, or at 
ub 
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a house or shop, the shutters of which were shut, could 
not be considered as a presentation at all. The duty of the 
notary public’s presentation was not merely to make a pro- 
clamation, but to endeavour to procure payment also. New 
trial granted. 


DISTURBING OF MEETING-HOUSES. 


AT the last Worcester assizes, Mr. J. Miller, baptist 
minister at Westmancote, recovered 40]. damages in an 
netion brought against three young men who, with others, 
had interrupted the congregation, while assembling for 
worship, and had committed a violent assaulton Mr, Miller. 
The defendants are wealthy farmers in the neighbourhood, 
and the house of one of them stands very near to Mir. 
Miller’s, which adjoins the place of warship. These pei- 
sous had repeatedly insulted Mr. Miller and bis congregation, 
and on one oceasion two of them were taken before a magis- 
trate ; on their consenting, however,to sign an acknowledginent 
of their improper behaviour, which was affixed to the mect- 
ing-house door, the prosecution was withdrawn, but this lenity 
failed of the desired effect. On Thursday evening the 17th of 
October, 1811, as the congregation were abont to assem- 
ble for worship, (Mr. Miller's neighbour having had a 
dinner party, who towards evening began to be very noisy ;) 
a@ person passing by heard one of them say, it would be good 
fun to rout out the methodist parson and his congregation, 
and drive them up the lane. A little before the hour for 
beginning service the defendants and their friends came out 
to the gate leading out of the road into a small grave-yard 
before the chapel, which gate they lifted off the binges, and 
threw it into the road. Soon alter Mr. Miller hearing they 
were behaving rude to some young women coming to the 
meeting, went, and mildly rewonstrated with them on the 
impropriety of their conduct, upon which they began to hustle 
him with much violence, and struck him several severe 
blows. Mr. Miller retreated towards his own premises, walking 
backwards, and parrying their blows as well as he could, 

endants in vain endeavouring to throw bim olf. the 
causeway, though in the struggle his clothes were much torn. 
Afier the service commenced the defendants returned, and 
meeting-house, calling for the licence, and 
using very violent language. They would have been pro- 
ceeded against by indictinent, but as the certificate re- 
quired by the toleration act was lost, and it could not be 
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the personal assault. It should not be suppressed that these 
young men were of the Bomin Catholic persuasion, a cite 
cumstance which seems materially to aggravate their mis- 
conduct. 





ANECDOTE CF SHAKESPEARE. 


To tHe Epitror or true ENTERTAINER. 
Mr. Epiror, 


A S the several biographers of Shakespeare; our celebrated 
A poet, have been almost silent respecting that part of 
his life which he spent in the shades of retirement, it is, I 
presume, known butto a few, that he became a very zealous 
and devoted son of Bacchus. That this is, however, the fact, 
the following anecdote, disbelieved by none in the neighbeur- 
hood of Stratford on Avon, goes far to prove. At Bidford, 
a small tuwn about seven miles distant from Stratigrd, there 
were at that time several persons, who, from Le being 
habitually iatoxicated, had obtained the appgation of 
“ Bidford ‘Fopers,” (indeed the place was become so re- 
inarkable for this species of vice, as to be proverbially termed 
* Drunken Bidford.”) 

Shakespeare, not finding his equal amongst the Stratford 
tipplers, was resolved to try, for once, if be could not outdo 
the Bidford topers. For this purpose he goes to Bidford, 
and soon enters on the very laudable coutest. ‘Towards 
he close of a day of hard drinking, our poet found it neces- 
ary to letthe topers take the palm, and off he goes towards 
tratford; but ere he had reached the extent of a mile, 
his head became so horizontally inclined, that he lost his 
balance, and feil: and the spot which received him formed 
his only couch for that night. A friendly crab tee, how- 
ever, spread its branches as a canopy over bith. This 
tree is still in growth; and has ever since been styled, 
“* Shakespeare’s Crab Tree.” Branches of this tree have 
been frequently cut off, and carried to Stratford, for the grati- 
fication of the curious, 

‘itford being my native place, I myself once caused 
a bough of it to be taken to Stratford, part of which was 
fora while deposited in the town-hall; and from my own 
knowledge [can aflirm, that a small sprig of it is at pre- 
seut highly valued there. But notwithstanding the many 
amputations which have been practised ou this notable 
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erab tree, it has long survived the old wulberry tree which 
grew on Shakespeare’s estate; and may possibly be per- 


mitted to continue, as a monument to record 


, ; m™ 
ears, tii * ihe 


the folly and 
reprove the madness of him whose name } 
cload capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, Kc. 
Reader, admire the poet, but pity the man; the former 
rises almost tothe rank of superior intelligence; the latter 
sinks far lower than the brute. 
GLO. RUSSELL. 
Exeter, February 11, 1813. 


es 


INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 
¥ has been stated in the foreign journals that a German, of 
the name of Roentgen, had been makiug preparations to 
prosecute the same objects of discovery that excited the 
ardour of the celebrated though unfortunate Parke; and, pe- 
netrating into the ceutral regions of Africa, to reach, if possi- 
ble, the city of ‘Tombucioo, which has never yet been explored 
by any European traveller, The following article on this sub- 
ject bas lately appea ed in a German publication : 


“ There hes been lately published at Nenweid, an interest- 
ing leiter from the traveller Roentgeu to his brother. It 
reached bim through Professor Hagen, who received it from 
Mr. Nunemaaon, of London. Roentgen, it appears, after visi- 
ting Paris, Vienna, and London, had repaired to Mogadore, 
whore he resided a considerable time ; and the letter in ques- 
tion, dated the 2tst of July, 1811, was written on the bank of 
the river Tensifft, at the moment of his departure for the in- 
terior of Aftica. ‘The following is some of the most interest- 
ing information it contains :— 


“ During my residence at Mogadore, I was engaged day 
and night in studying the Arabic, and [ have succeeded in 
making myself be understood by the natives of the country. 
I will avail myself of that knowledge of the country, and of 
the manners of the people, which L have acquired, in order to 
travel directly to Tombuctoo. 1 would not act with so much 
boldness, were [ not convinced that providence has destined 
me to make the discovery of the interior of Africa. My good 
Stars have furnished me with a companion in my travels, than 
whom [ could not have wished for a better. He is a German, 
who, when only twelve years old, quitted his paternal roof, 
having an irresistible inclination for roaming; he has never 
since lived six months on the same spot, and is now 38 years of 
ace. 
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age. Te knows all the European languages,—the Slavonic 
excepted. Fourteen years ago, wheu destitute of money or 
protection, he was impressed by the English for a sailor, in an 
island of the Mediterranean, where he happened to be; he 
was inhumanly treated by them, aud reduced almost to despair. 
His ship anchored before Tetuan, for the purpose of water- 
tg; and there having struck an English officer, who had used 
himall, in order to avoid punishment, he escaped, and became 
a Mussulman at Tetuan. Since then, he has traversed the 
Barbary states in all directions, and has lately returned from a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. He has lived at Jamba, in Africa, asa 
collee-house-keeper, and at Jenoi as a physician. At Constan- 
tinople he has superintended the gardens of a pacha. I got 
acquainted with him at a merchant’s in Mogadore, who had 
hired him as a gardener, I have taken him in‘o my service, 
and [ treat him rather asa friend than as a domestic: the 
benefits which I shall derive from his experience are immense. 

“ About a month ago | travelled with a caravan of mer- 
chants to Morocco, where | procured valuable information 
respecting the communications with the interior of Africa. 

“ [tis impossible to convey an idea of the violent hatred 
which animates the Moors against Christians. Even at Moga- 
dore, | could hardly go abroad without being overwhelmed 
with insults. I was obliged, in order to view the city of 
Morocco, to get an escort of four soldiers, who, by orders of 
the government, were to keep back the populace. Even then 
I was often assailed by stones, one of which hit me so severe a 
blow on the forehead, that for some time L thought myself 
dangerously wounded. This hatred of the Moors arises in a 
great degree from our dress. 

“ [ saw at Morocco preparations for the setting out of a 
caravan, which was.to reach Tombuctoo by Tafilet and Tunt. 
t immediately formed a resolution to join this caravan, and | 
returned to Mogadore. My companion was delighted with 
the plan, which | did not communicate to any one else but to 
ove Christian. [ caused it to be reported at Mogadore, that, 
disgusied with the bad treatment | had received at Morocco, 
I meant to repair to Tangiers, and from thence embark for 
Gibraltar. ‘This pretended project furnished me with a pre- 
text for purchasing a mule, and every other necessary for my 
journey. L secretly procured some Moorish garments. 









Having finished my preparatioas, [invited some Christians at 
Mogadore to a party of pleasure ou a@ mountain about six 
English miles off, whither they were ofien in the habit of 
going. I have there spent one day with them, and declared 
that | meant to proceed directly for Tangiers. ‘They will ac- 
company me to a certain distance, and will give out at Moga- 
dore that [ am on my way to Tangiers. As soon as I aim left 
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alone with my fellow- traveller, I mean to clothe mystf in my 
Moorish g: arb, and to enter the great road which leads from 
Tafiletto Morocco. From thence I shall reach Deminit, a 
town situated at the foot of Mount Atlas, where [ shall be safe 
from any searches which the governor of Mogadore might 
make, should he learn that L have not gone to ‘iangiers. At 
Deminit, L shall join a caravan which will pass there about 
that time, and with it I shall cross Mount Atlas, covered with 
snow, and next enter the burning amr of Tafilet. I shall 
remuin at Tafilet with a German : xado:—there are in that 
city a number of Germans. There ‘are some Germans in 
Morocco, and to one of them I am : iodebted for some vaiua- 
ble information. I expect to find a German in Vombuctoo, 
and there [ mean to remain six months, making it the centre 
of my observations on the interior of Africa. I shall pass for 
a physician; L have laid in a supply of medicines, of which [ 
know the applic: ition. It ismy wish to pene trate towards the 
south, and to be able to reach Wesemb, or the ( Cape. Should 
I find this too difficult, [ mean to return to Europe, to publish 
the journal of my travels : and shall again return to Africa, 
where I am destined to make some discoveries. 


Biographical Sketch of the late Isaac Schomberg, Esq. 
i ie gentleman was a captain in, and for the last years of 

his life a commissioner for managing the affairs of 
the navy ; to retain which last situation, bis bealth not allow- 
ing more active service, he, on a recent promotion, passed 
his flag. He died on the 20th of January, 1813, in Cado- 
gan-street, 

A life employed and consumed in the active and arduous 
enterprize of an honourable profession, and latterly in’ the 
equally useful and laborious, though less distingeisbed adininis- 
tration of its civil duties, should not be permitted to terminate 
Without some notice, and if this be true asa general princi- 


ple, there never was an instance in which its application 
was better merited than in that of Isaac Schomberg. He 
had served in every quarter of the globe, and in all with 
distuction to bimseif end benefit to his country. As 
first lieutenant of ¢ tein’ (gow Admiral) Cornwallis’s ship, 
he shared in the daneer and ihe glory of Rodney’s 12th of 
April; and bad his proportion of the well and hard-earned 
praise Conveyed in the expression of the gallant De Grass » 
afier his c ipture, “ tbat he hed sufered more from that 
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Captain Cornwallis) “ than from any during the engage. 
ment,” ’ " 

He next commanded a frigate in the East Indies, (during 
the peace which commenced in 1783), there he risked and 
lost all that under the circumstances he could put in hazard, 
his health. The effects of a liver complaint contracted on 
that service, were felt during the remainder of his life, 
On the Ist of June, 1794, Captain Schomberg com- 
manded a ship of the line in Lord Howe’s fleet; and where 
“ England expecied every man to do his duty,” his friends 
and his country were not disappointed in the commander of 
the Culloden. 

Soon after the commencement of the present war, he was 
appointed to the command of the sea fencibles, at Hast- 
ings; and though with a large family, and a very limited 
income, had the fair and honourable merit of being the first io 
report that the establishment, over a part of which he pre- 
sided, and by the emoluments of which he was. in a great 
measure supported, was an useless and unnecessary burden 
to thecountry. Lord Mulgrave, then first lord of the ad- 
miralty, felt the value of the suggestion, and the merit of 
snch a sacrifice of all personal considerations to a sense of 
duty ; and, unsolicited, ou the first vacancy appointed Cap- 
tain Schomberg deputy comptroller of the navy. It was 
soon found that by this appoimtment a meritorious officer 
had been superseded, and Captain Schomberg instantly gave 
up a post, which he could not have held without wounding the 
feelings of the present worthy possessor, and was «ap- 
pointed to the vacancy occasioned at the navy board by Sir 
F. Hartwell’s nomination to the office of deputy comptrol- 
ler of the navy. Captain Schomberg’s services since he took 
his seatat the navy board, have been constant and useful, 
though from their nature not conspicuous or splendid ; and to 
his unremitting attention to his office, much of his last fatal 
illness must be attributed. Mild and unassuming. it bis 
manners ; firm and honourable ta his mind, be sacrificed every 
thing to a high sense of duty. England was his first—anda 
just opinion of its value made his own profession and is 
members, its honour, and their’ welfare, his second object. 
The few vours of leisare in such a life were devoted to the 
drawing up of a succinct but clear detail of all the naval 
actions /rom the first foundation of. the English navy, to the 
peace of 1783; a book affording at once a gratifying reward 
for past services, anda pow rful incitement to future ones, 
the honourable testimeny to fallen, and the bright example to 
aspiring merit. 

Such was the late I. Schomberg—he died as he lived, with 
maiy fortitude and ptous resignat on—lamented dec ply by bis 
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family,as the best of husbands and fondest of parents, and 
sincerely regretted by many friends who knew his worth both 
public and private, one of whom offers to his memory this last 
tribute of respect and esteem. ° 





BLANKETS. ’ 
{From Cowper's Letters.] 


HERE is no one article of this world’s comforts, with 
which, as Falstaff says, they are so heinously unptovid- 
ed. When a poor woman, aid an honest one, whom we 
know well, carried home two pair of blankets, a pair for herself 
and husband, and a pair for her six children: as soon as the 
children saw them, they jumped out of their straw, caught 
them in their arms, kissed them, blessed them, and danced 
for joy. An old woman, a very old one, the first night that she 
found herself so comfortably covered, could not sleep a wink, 
being kept awake by the contrary emotions of transport on the 
one hand, aud the fear of not beivg thankful enough on the 
other. 





LIFE BOAT. 


Patent metallic life boat, on pneumatic and hydrostatic 
principles, that will neither sink nor overset, yet 
serve all the ordinary purposes of ships’ boats, either for row- 
ing or sailing, has been lately tried at London Bridge, 
on the ebb-tide, during the time of the greatest fall, with her 
crew on board, and filled with water; when'she passed through 
with the greatest safety, and discharged a considerable portion 
of the water purposely put into her. 





A Question, by H. Sieeman, Mathematical Teacher in Trelone 
Academy, Cornwall. 


QLUPEOSE « person at atavern spent 12s, the first day, 
lis. Gd. the second, &c. at the rate of 5 per cent. less 
every day than on the former day. What sum of money did 
he spend? 


Vol. 53. 2A Answer, 
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Answer, by W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton, to M, Bs 
Enigma, inserted November 16. 


WEET PEACE return, and bless this isle, 
That throughout Britain trade may smile. 








Answer, by M, B. of Sherborne, to F, Channon’s Rebus, inserted December 3, 


l Gry you'll find the answer right, 
If PENMANSHIP I bring to sight. 





(<r Asimilar answer has been received from R. R. Broad, of Falmouth; 
J. Miners, of ditto; Caroline Caines, of Lion’s-gate; and B. Belcher, of 


Stonehouse. 





Answer, by Ann Allen, of Milton Clevedon, to F. Postlethwaite’s Rebus, in- 
serted December 14, 


“os will plainly, Sir, declare, 
What greatly ornaments the fair. 

*.* W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton, has also answered 
this rebus. 





A REBUS, by H. Welsford, of Crediton. 


Y first, a plant, ye gents. disclose ; 
And next a measure you'll disclose ; 
Erase a letter, then you'll shew 
An insect that’s well-known—Adieu! 





A REBUS, dy F. Channon, of Ottery St. Mary, 


Num’ral first select with care; 

My next, a well-known bird declare ; 
Thirdly, a fruit you'll likewise shew ; 
My fourth, a vowel, bring to view ; 
Fitthly, name what I often use; 

An Hebrew measure next produce; 
My last, a bird which oft doth sing: 
The whole to light a town will bring. 


— —_- ———- —— + - eee, 


ee 


A REBUS, hy F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford, 


ERPETUAL hunger has my first annoy’d, 

Impos’d by Ceres, for her oak destruy’d ; 
A titleot the Paphian goddess next, 
Whom brave Tydides’ arrow once perplext ; 
The beardless youth who, to assuage the phthisic, 
And other ilis, invented nauseous physic ; 
Circe, dire sore’ress! jong time did ceiain 
The sire of him whom you must now explain; 
A Lydian queen, whose irresistless charins 
Caus’d great Aleides to reno nce hi armise 
My whole resides wpon that blissful mountain 
Which doth possess the Agauipps tountatm 

9 POETRY. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
ADDRESS TO SLEEP, 
(Written under a heavy depression of spirit.) 


I AIL. soporific soother! gentle sleep! 
I bend a supptiant at thy leaden shrine. 

If thou cazist close the eyes of those who weep, 
Vouchsafe oblivious pow’r! to fasten mine. 


Ch save me from that hypochondriac fiend 
Who persecutes me with relentless zeal! 
Oh deign thy wretched suppliant to befriend! 

Assuage the dreadfal torments that I feel, 


Twice has the sun renew’d his genial light, 
Twice quench’d his glory in th’ atlantic main, 

And twice the sable-pinion’d goddess, night ! 
Has held in solemn majesty her reign ; 


Since last I felt thy soft, benignant sway ; 
Since melancholy has usurp’d thy throne; 

Iv light, in darkness, or by night or day ; 
No rest, no respite has iny bosom known. 


Save one faint gleam of transitory joy 

With feeble lustre glane’d across my heart ; 
But soon its genial influence to destroy, 

‘The fiend return’d with ah! redoubled smart. 


And now sweet soother! care-expelling sleep! 
I benda suppliant at thy leaden shrine. 

If thou canst close the eyes of those who weep, ‘ 
Vouchsafe oblivious pow’r! to fasten mine. 


Come, o’er my mind thy potent opiate shed! 
Come breathe around my couch somnitic dews! 

Come spread thy poppies round my aching head, 
Ando’cr my eyes lethean balm diffuse! 


Bridgwater, 1812. W. D. CHAMPION, 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
HYMN TO THE SUPREME BEING. 


REAT GOD! whose power o’er Heaven and earth presides, 
J Whese eye v’erlooks me, and whuse wisdom guides, 
Decl me that portion of content and rest, 
That unknown peace and health that suit me best: 
Save me fiam all the guilt, and all the pain, 
Which lust of pleasure brings, or thirst of gain. 
Tn trial fix me, acd in perl shade, 
*Gainst fues protect me, gainst my passions aid; 
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That sweet sensation teach me to impart, 

Transport to feel! benevolence of heart: 

Let home-felt joy, each public duty send, 

Make me, aod give me—all things in a friend: 

But most protect, and guard ine in a mind 

Not rashly botd, nor abjectly resign’d ; 

And Oh! when interest every virtue hides, 

When error blinds, and prejudice misguides, 

Alike thy grace, alike thy truth impart, 

Beam on my soul, and triumph o’er my heart. 

Thy word, Oh God! my science and delight, 

‘Task of my day, and transport of my night; 

There taught, that he who sutters is but tried, 

And he who wanders still shall find a guide ; 

Sanction with truth, reward with virtue join’d, 

Life without end, aad laws that reach the mind. 
Thrice happy he who such a guide can take, 
For God has spoke, and God will not forsake. 

Asbill, B—S—Y. 











For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


HAPPINESS, 


H happiness! here deign to smile, 
And [’ll hail thee with rapture and jay, 
That I may be peaceful awhile, 
And no troubles my spirits annoy. 


‘To attain the enjoyment of thee, 

We must steer in the path that is right ; 
From wickedness strive to be free, 

Have ever religion in sight. 


*Tis the way to be happy I own, 

The gospel’s great truths to believe ; 
To adore the Aluighty alone, 

From whom all our blessings proceed. 


But some when in search of thy treasure, 
Theit lives will in folly begin ; 

And pursue the false rvad that’s call’d pleasure, 
And follow corruption and sin. 


Then if such is the way of the world, 
In its maxims I never will trust ; 
Lest to early destruction I'm burl’«, 
But learn to be honest and just. 


For by virtue alone we shall find, 
When our span is near spun to its last, 
That we then shall be happy in mind, 
And with cheerfulness look on the past. 


Hail happiness! queen of delight, 
ith contentment, and all thy sweet train; 
For sure thou dost mortals invite 
To partake of thy bountiful reign. 
Sherborxe. f 


M._B. 





On a Teat descending from the Eye uf a Man of Wit and Feeling. 


ON drop with feeling, and with fancy teems, 
With wit it sparkles, and with pity beams. 
I ? pity 




















































